[image: image1.jpg]



NOVEMBER 08 NEWSLETTER

Well welcome to the new season (sorry been tied up and this should have been out a month ago!). I don’t know what is harder, working in the banking industry right now or trying to get a win for the under 11s! I felt a bit like the Tottenham manager, Ramos, who also hadn’t won all season. Though now Harry is in charge, let’s hope we can follow Tottenham’s form (bar the sacking, of course!) I’ll even take a lucky win like Spurs did against Liverpool.
Under 11s

It hasn’t been an easy start for us. We sorted out one area, and another went AWOL! We have improved immeasurably since the first two games of the season when we lost 15-0 and 10-2. We needed a bit of luck which, when you are down is always in short supply.  At our recent cup game against Flackwell Heath Dan had nothing to do other than pick the ball out of the net from 4 well struck shots. We, on the other hand, just couldn’t get the final ball into their area to trouble their goalie. But at last we found our form with a nail biting 4-3 victory, some fantastic goals to join an already impressive list and huge sighs of relief from the Hughes household!!

Goals.

We have scored some cracking goals this season.  Matt James’ against Loudwater, he picked the ball up on the half way line, went past two players, cut inside while at the same time switching the ball onto his right foot (he is left footed) and curled a cracker into the far corner of the net.  Matt had another fantastic goal against Bourne End last weekend as well, which my Father is raving about!  Another Matt (Ashmore this time) popped in our first header of the season after some beautiful build up play from almost the whole team. Tom Birchenough has scored a sweet free kick on the left edge of the opposition box. While Toby, David and myself discussed at length who was going to take it, Tom, ignored my ranting and smacked it in the back of the net.  Lastly, and I try not to mention him too much, unless it’s to dish out criticism, was David’s free kick against Bourne End (at home). It was to the right of their box, near the sideline, about 22 yards out, I swear it was a cross, but he just smiles at me when I ask the question!
You can vote on the website under “forum” for the best goal so far. Go on, vote!

Its not just us..

We are now off the bottom of the league table, we have been playing some of the top of the league clubs and if you take a look at it (link on the website) you will see we are not the only ones struggling.  In addition to this our availability has been very patchy and for just 2 of our matches we have had subs.  We are now entering a period of “good” availability. I would like to remind parents that we will take into account, when selecting the children to play, those who have been at training.  We aim to take no more than two subs to a game, but will try to rotate those players not playing as much as we can without destroying the core of the team.  There is a fine balance between “going for a win” which raises the children’s moral and ensuring that all the children get to play.  Please bear with us, we won’t always get it right, but we are trying to ensure the best balance for the team and the club.
Please help us here by explaining the principals of a squad to the kids. All kids will get a game, that wont change.
Under 10s

A brilliant start to the season. Played 10, won 7 lost 3. Scored 33 goals and conceded 16. We aren’t allowed to talk about specific matches given the league rules, but Ballinger is carving up this league. The 7 boys that are playing have speed, awareness, movement and much much more. They are the “cheeky chappies” in training, but play beautiful football. Well done to Jon & Andy. 

We need to address what to do with this team next season, the original intention having been to re-merge them with the 11s and play two U12s teams, we’d be grateful for your views on this potential route before our next committee meeting in December.

Under 9s
I don’t think they have lost this season, although they have only played 3 times. I am confident, and hopefully don’t put the curse on the team, that they will win promotion. They are playing beautiful passing football and scoring some great goals in the traditional Ballinger way. Simon, Darren and Nigel have done a cracking job and the team is really coming together and progressing well.

Child Protection

The committee has decided that we would like a Mum to be the child protection officer. Julie Mayo has kindly stepped up to the breach for this important role. Even though Simon Parker has done and excellent job, we felt it was important that the kids, or Mums and Dads, had some one more familiar to approach. Any issues you do have please still feel free to chat to any of the coaches, but Julie (once she has been on the course) is now your “official” route!

Fair Play Awards

The presentation will take place on the Wycombe Wanderers football pitch prior to their match with Port Vale on the 22nd November. Please see the separate email.
Kits
Guess what? We have received brand new kit for all age groups from the supplier as they messed up the sizes. If you have ripped yours, struggled to take it off or had to spray paint the shirt on for a match, then good news. Dan had his on against Flackwell Heath and it is so big I thought he may blow away in the wind!  Please bring any old kit to training or matches at the weekend and deposit in the back of our car and we will ensure it finds its way to Kitaid, somewhere in the Third World if you want to know more, the website is. www.3valleys.co.uk/community/oc_kitaid.shtml
Ballinger FC is finally achieving global dominance!
Bucks Free Press

Andrew Birchenough has become our “roaming reporter” for all the Under 11 games. His well written, often humours but factual, prose can be found in full under the match report on our website. (if he remembers to send them to me!-hint) In addition, a slightly edited version appears on a Friday in the Bucks Free Press. While the majority of the kids get a mention in Andrews’ article, the Bucks Free Press for some reason condenses the articles down!

Calendar 

The calendar has been “credit crunched” this year, sorry to those looking forward to it, maybe next year!

Christmas Fun Day

We hope this will be on Saturday 13th December, fun training and beer and chips in the pub afterwards.  Details to be confirmed, but there are mutterings of a quick Dads match to kick off the day. Basically Simon Brown has thrown down the gauntlet. Under 9s v 10/11s Dads. Just because he looks like Peter Crouch, doesn’t mean he plays like him! Maggie is not at all convinced by this idea, not relishing the idea of picking up the pieces! 
All the best

Simon
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