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SUMMER NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Players,

Trust you all are enjoying the Summer. This, in football parlance, is commonly known as the “closed season”. A time when players, and managers, lie on beaches without a care in the world. Relegation, promotion, Champions finals are miles away from their thoughts. A time for relaxing, well not at this club! We have been exceptionally busy and below is everything you need to know about the forthcoming season.

Pitches and Goals

Now that the Under 11s play 11 a side, we have had to move the pitches around a bit. Graham and Chris have done a great job and Maggie’s measuring tape has hopefully found a solution to putting three pitches into an area designed for two. We unfortunately lose the training zone, but never mind, all teams can still play at Ballinger. Graham has hopefully secured us a second pitch in case the rain floods our pitches again. This is at the top of New Road, but will only be used in emergencies, and probably for the under 11s only. (promise!)

The Under 11s have bigger goals for next season, and they should be arriving at Grahams house any minute! They will be permanent fixtures, and we have our fingers crossed that no oiks swing off them. As if something like that would occur in Ballinger! The 9 and 10s will continue to use the goals they had last season, and we would encourage parents to assist helping with them at the start and end of training. It is the worst 
thing to see them standing on the pitch and all the parents wandering off having a nice chat!

Transfers

While the Ronaldo and Barry sagas continue throughout the summer, we have quietly got on with our transfers under the radar of the press. We are pleased to announce the signing of Matthew Ashmore, a quick, no nonsense player, great feet, and plays in defence and attack. He joins us from Prestwood colts. On a sadder note, William Gibbs has decided to try rugby and wont be part of the under 11s next season. We wish him all the best, as English Rugby certainly needs some decent players! Hamish Sim has also decided to take up rugby, but will still train with us on Saturdays. Rob will also be continuing his coaching duties.

Teams
Quiet a few changes here. 

U9s

This is last years Under 8s, and we are still on the look out for new players, grab a child off the street, we will take them if they are the right age! Going from yr 3 to yr 4 in September.  Darren Hitchcock  has kindly offered to help with the coaching, which is great news. This means that the second team has a full time manager now, and great things are expected of them next season. If any other parent would like to help out please let us know you don’t have to have any football experience.

U10s

A new team for this year. Kindly managed by Jon Humphries and Andy Devoy. This team will consist of around 10 players and play in the South Bucks Mini League. The squad will be made up of the 5 lads that aren’t allowed because of age, to play 11 a side, and a few new signings. Cannot tell you who they are as I don’t know myself. The boys will continue to train with the Under 11s, although we may rotate coaches if we are working on set plays etc with the 11 a side team.

In addition the team will “buddy up” with Bourne End. This means that some home matches will be played at Bourne Ends grounds. Andy will be the main point of contact for this squad.

U11s

Huge changes here, as the boys will be playing 11 aside next season. All very serious. We have 17 in the squad, and we can only take 16 players to matches. David is missing the first game, and he isn’t best pleased! But we rarely had the full squads last season so this should not be an issue. There are rolling subs which is great. This means that we can bring players on and off as often as we like, and therefore adhering to the principals of the club.

One thing we will be doing is monitoring the attendance of the under 11s at training to ensure that if you train you play. Clearly a week here or there isn’t an issue, but we want to ensure that if you turn up week after week you play.  If it is necessary we will sort out a rota of players “weekends off” to ensure that the kids all play.

Matches

The Under 9s and 10s fixture list has been published. We still await the under 11s. All matches at home will start at 10.30 unless there is a clash between different age groups. We will know this once the league publish the under 11s fixtures. Please therefore keep an eye out on your emails. Under 9s and under 11s are entered into cup tournaments this year. Unfortunately they don’t do one for the under 10s.

Kit, Sponsor,Football Aid and Balls
We have a new sponsor this year in “Bedrock Productions”. They filmed the James Bond film, and Graham has kindly agreed to sponsor the club for the next three years. This means that there are new shirts for all the players, even if you didn’t need one! We would like to gather up the old shirts and send them off to “Football Aid” or a similar charity. If you have old boots as well we can send those off. The shirts etc will be given to children in the third world. So my dream of global dominance and the red kite being worn around the world is being achieved! Perhaps Abramovich should employ me!

50 brand new Hummell balls fill my hall way right now. We have bought them as the others have taken a right hammering. But I must admit its exciting!

Website
As the global credit crunch has hit Banking hard, I have had a few extra spare hours at work each day! The club has a new website, www.ballinger.footballclubwebsite.com Please could you register and your kids. This allows us to use this for all team selections, keep details on the players etc. There are photos etc on there as well, but you cannot access them unless you are a member. Please fill in all the email address for the kids as this will save me hours. It’s not quite finished yet, but close.

Bike Ride

I know Chris has sent a note out already regarding this, but really well done to all involved. I haven’t got the final numbers yet, but I understand that we are well over £5k. Both the club and Leukaemia research benefit, and to see so many Reds at the bike ride was amazing. Hopefully, I can display the newpaper articles about us on the website. There are already some photos but they take ages to upload and I get bored!

Fair Play League Winners
This really should be at the top of the news letter, but once again, a brilliant achievement. We should be collecting our trophies sometime between September and October at Wycombe Wanders FC. Only two players can actually go out on to the pitch to collect this award. For last seasons Under 10s it will be the two Captains, although I am pressing Wycombe to allow us to have 3 as my team had two captains. For the under9s Simon will be doing a draw out of the hat. All players get free tickets to the game, and will be able to lift the trophies. Once we know, we will let you know when and where and what time.
Penalty Shoot out.

We are only doing one of these this year. It is in January and against Grimsby Town. Saturday 3 o’clock kick off. It will be on a first come bases. Again details will be sent out nearer the time.

Subs

You will be receiving a note from the Club Treasurer some time soon as to the cost of subs next year. We continue to be competitive on this front, although costs have had to go up as inflation hits the price of footballs!

Refs, Linos and First aiders for the under 11s

Help is needed here. Graham and I aren’t allowed to ref or run the line next season. FA rules. We are struggling to have any parent take a leap of faith to be a ref. Andy Devoy cannot do it as he is running the under 10s. Please, even if you know someone who will do it, that counts, you don’t need to be qualified. We have tried the league but they don’t have any.

First aiders. Doesn’t matter if it’s for the cubs, cricket or a vet clinic, if you have a first aid certificate, please get two passports photos done and a copy of the certificate to me and you can be an Under 11s first aider!

And Finally
First training is on Saturday 6th September at 2.30 until 4.30. Training will go back to its normal time of 10-12 once I have the dates from the cricket club as to their end of season. Matches for all teams start the following Sunday.

Well there you have it. I think I have covered everything. We haven’t stopped with all the admin associated with the club, but hopefully by September it will be a seamless operation. One thing I ask, please please keep an eye open for emails from the club, its vitally important that you respond when asked and in the time frame given. The website has a calendar on it and we will ensure it’s populated, again keep an eye on it, a lot of the information is on there.

Right I am off on holiday for two weeks. See you all in September.

Simon
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